
World Leading Schools Association

Charitable 
Foundation



The WLSA Charitable 
Foundation funds global 
citizenship education 
for exceptional youth to 
advance a new global 
outlook.

Tanatsei Gambura
African Leadership Academy ‘19
Recipient of the Tony Little 
Scholarship

The Tony Little Scholarship funded 
Tanatsei’s attendance and travel 
for the WLSA Student Conference 
2018 in Jeju, South Korea. During 
this conference Tanatsei played 
a pivotal role, providing trainings 
to other students on social 
entrepreneurship. Her sessions 
were attended by over 150 
students who benefited from her 
insight. 
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Huhe (Jack) Yan
WLSA Academy Shanghai ‘15
Columbia University ‘19
Recipient of the WLSA Academy 
Scholarship

The WLSA Academy Scholarship 
was granted to Jack to attend WLSA 
Academy Shanghai. He recently 
graduated from Columbia University 
and will soon be attending Harvard 
Business School. He has received 
the Kings Crown Leadership and 
Excellence Award and the Vam Am 
Prize. Passionate about creating social 
impact, he is the founding director 
of the Shanghai Queer Film Festival. 
The WLSA Academy Scholarship gave 
Jack the opportunity to realise his 
potential.

We are driven to educate the next 
generation to be ethical and empathic 
agents of change. 

The WLSA Charitable Foundation was 
established to steer the direction of world 
leadership toward harnessing values 
which reflect openness and inclusivity. 
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The WLSA Mission, 
Vision & Values

Mission

Vision

Values

The WLSA community is made up of 

students, educators and leaders from 

secondary schools and universities 

collaborating and learning from 

one another through international 

and innovative experiences and 

programs.

We believe in the power of 

community. Through WLSA, we 

advocate for the development 

of open-minded, resilient and 

responsible global leaders who can 

re-shape how we want to live and 

work with each other in the world.

Access

WLSA believes that learners of all 

income levels and backgrounds 

should be given the

opportunity to learn, travel and 

develop as a global citizen.

Success

Through WLSA programs we 

provide tools and training that 

reinvent the pathway to

become global leaders.

Impact

WLSA citizens continue to define 

what it means to be a global 

leader in their community,

school, workplace and 

neighborhood.
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Foreword
Welcome to the launch of the World Leading Schools 

Association Charitable Foundation.  Today marks an exciting 

and important moment in the growth of WLSA. Since we 

initiated the first scholarships in 2014 the program has 

steadily grown and to date 100% of our scholarship students 

have matriculated to top Universities in North America and 

Australia. 

Although we are immensely proud of how many scholarships 

we have provided, this has only highlighted the need to 

further provide education for exceptional youth from low 

income areas. We know there is much more to do. Driven by 

the belief that students of all income levels and backgrounds 

should be given the opportunity to learn, travel and develop 

as a global citizen, the World Leading Schools Association 

is thrilled to announce the launch of the WLSA Charitable 

Foundation. 

We are proud to share our journey and our plan for the 

future as we celebrate this milestone and shine light on our 

exceptional students that make this program a success. At a 

time of division and uncertainty, scholarships have a unique 

potential to bring individuals and communities together.

The WLSA Scholarship’s potential to bring people together lies 

not in the notion of a unified world view, but in those qualities 

which can be universally adopted and respected; a belief 

in global access to quality education, a commitment to the 

collective cause, and to hard work and dedication.

Thank you and we look forward to continued growth and 

collaboration for years to come. 

Jack Jia

Executive Director (NL & CN)

World Leading Schools Association 
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Eric Li serves on the Board of Directors of China Europe 
International Business School (CEIBS) and is Vice Chairman of 
CEIBS Publishing Group. He also co-founded and serves on 
the Board of Dulwich College International, a leading K-12 
international school group with campuses across Asia. 

Li is a member of the Council of the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies and serves on the board of the Carnegie-
Tsinghua Center for Global Policy. 

He founded the Shanghai Chunqiu Institute for Strategic and 
Development Studies.  He serves on the Board of Directors of 
Fudan University’s China Institute.  

He is the founder and chairman of Guancha.cn, a leading Chinese online news and analysis 
media and a frequent contributor to the New York Times, Foreign Affairs, South China Morning 
Post, and the Huffington Post. His speech regarding political systems at TED Global 2013 is available 
online. 

Li is a Henry Crown Fellow at the Aspen Institute. He was awarded a PhD in Political Science 
from Fudan University, an MBA from Stanford Business School, and a BA in Economics from the 

University of California.

WLSA Charitable Foundation 
Board of Directors

Dr. Jia is a philanthropist and dedicated educator. In 
collaboration with a group of Western academic professors, 
Dr. Jia founded the World Leading Schools Association. With 
the support of leading international schools such as Eton 
College (UK), Harvard-Westlake School (USA) and Beijing 
No.4 High School (PRC), the World Leading Schools Forum 
was established in 2004. 

This led to the founding of the World Leading Schools 

Association (WLSA) in 2011.

Eric Li 
Founder & Managing Director, Chengwei Capital

Dr. Jack Jia
Executive Director (NL & CN)
World Leading Schools Association

 8  The Charitable Foundation Board of Directors The Charitable Foundation Board of Directors 9



Taylor Stockdale is a leading American educator with more 
than 30 years of experience in independent schools in the 
United States. Stockdale is a noted authority on educational 
leadership, strategic planning, curriculum development, 
school financing, and capital philanthropy.  

 An active and influential member of the California Association 
of Independent Schools (CAIS), National Association 
of Independent Schools (NAIS), and The Association of 
Boarding Schools (TABS), he serves as the sixth head of The 
Webb Schools in Claremont, California. 

Stockdale also currently serves on the Executive Board of the World Leading Schools Association, 
and is President of the WLSA Charitable Foundation.  Stockdale considers his role with WLSA to be 
one of his most meaningful and important functions:

 “It is critical that we are educating citizens of the world, students who will one day be the leaders 
of our global economy. The WLSA mission of connecting students from leading schools from all 
around the world is now more important than ever, and I am thrilled to be involved with this 
important work.”
 
Stockdale is also a trustee of the California Association of Independent Schools, a past trustee of 
the Educational Records Bureau (ERB), and acts on accreditation teams for California Association 
of Independent Schools (CAIS) and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).  He 
has also been an Of Counsel member with the philanthropic consulting firm Marts & Lundy for the 

past 10 years.

Taylor Stockdale
President, WLSA Charitable Foundation

Head of School, The Webb Schools

WLSA is an international, member driven educational non-profit organization that aims to bridge 
where east meets west in international education. The WLSA community comprises students, 
educators and leaders from secondary schools and universities collaborating and learning from 
one another through international and innovative experiences and programs. Today WLSA has 55 
associate schools across the globe. 

Dr. Jia received holds a PhD in Economics and Management from the University of Twente in the 
Netherlands,and MBA from the China-Europe Management Institute (China-Europe International 

Business School). He served as senior Chinese expert at the University of Twente until 2018. 

The Charitable Foundation Board of Directors 9



Introduction to the 
WLSA Charitable Foundation

The goal of the WLSA Charitable Foundation 

is to provide scholarships that will transform 

untapped talent into a global network 

of leaders working together to address 

the world’s greatest challenges, achieve 

remarkable social impact and create a new 

global outlook.
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WLSA Scholarships

The WLSA Academic 
Scholarships

This program offers full scholarship packages 

to Chinese students for both secondary and 

university education. Participants are students 

who excel in academics and express financial 

need,  typically from often overlooked rural 

areas. 

The first part of the scholarship package at 

WLSA Academy Shanghai gives students 

access to a holistic and rigorous leadership-

oriented curriculum along with a full range of 

extracurricular activities including athletics, art 

and community work.

The second part of the scholarship package 

follows students through their higher education 

and funds the additional costs not covered 

by a scholarship or financial aid offered by the 

institution of higher education.



WLSA Scholarships 13

The Tony Little 
Scholarship 
Program

The Tony Little Scholarship 

provides access to WLSA 

programs to students from 

associate schools in need of 

financial support. 

Students can take part 

in internships, exchange 

programs and the student 

conference.

Tanatsei Gambura 
Tony Little Scholarship 
Recipient and ALA’19 gives 
an address at the WLSA 2018 
Student Conference at Korea 
International School in Jeju, 
South Korea. 
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WLSA 
Academy 
Shanghai

Leading
Through

Change
Learning

Founded in 2012, 

the goal of WLSA 

Academy Shanghai 

(WAS) is to develop 

young people into 

leaders of character 

and major contributors 

to their local, national, 

and international 

communities. 

A Diverse & 

Rigorous

Sino-Western 

Curriculum 
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WLSA Academy Values 

With these values WLSA 

Academy seeks to inspire 

its students to pursue their 

individual passions through 

internationally-recognized 

and innovative academics 

and co-curricular programs. 

Transforming 
Students into 

Global Leaders 

Our students transform into 

creative and reflective 

thinkers and stand tall 

as honest, ethical and 

accountable stakeholders 

in our world. 
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Global 
Impact 
Program
The Global Impact Program 

(GIP) is a unique, skills based-

curriculum that forms the 

foundation of a holistic vision 

of high school education in 

a globalized society. Built 

from the ground up, students 

develop critical skills and 

competencies in a three 

year program that feeds 

into our values and mission 

statement; to create a 

challenging yet empowering 

experience for all students.
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Three core values form the foundation of the curriculum.

Promoting academic excellence 
WLSA Academy Shanghai (WAS) prepares students for 

success both at WAS and abroad at elite universities around 

the world. Courses are taught with exceptionally high 

standards and involve rigorous, thorough assessment. One 

aspect where we differ from traditional schools is through our 

distinction courses, which are unique classes, built in direct 

response to our local educational context,  that target the 

development of specific skills that students need to thrive 

both at home and overseas. 

Creating community leaders
WLSA Academy Shanghai  students understand the value 

of community. Throughout their experience here, they are 

encouraged and given the opportunity to connect with their 

surroundings through a leadership oriented curriculum which 

fosters interactions with their cultural heritage and community 

service. Students actively participate, as both leaders and 

members, in themed clubs known as co-curricular activities 

where they work with similarly minded peers to pursue and 

develop their interest in specific topics. 

Developing global citizenship
While being an active member of a community is deeply 

valued at  WLSA Academy Shanghai, it is equally important 

for students to understand their role as an individual in an 

increasingly connected world. Throughout the curriculum, 

students are challenged to consider the world at large and 

their place in it. Students particularly focus on this concept 

through grade 12, as they explore both cross-cultural 

understanding as well as applied ethics through special 

distinction courses.
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Educational Trajectory
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Where Graduates Go
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Huhe (Jack) Yan
WLSA Academy Shanghai  ‘15

Columbia University ‘19
Sociology

What do you plan to do after you study?

I plan to join Oliver Wyman as a 

Management consultant.

How did you get involved with WAS?

I first got involved with WLSA at the 2013 

student conference held in Shanghai. 

Later that year, I had the opportunity to 

transfer to WAS to finish the rest of my 

high school education.

The blend of western and eastern 

curriculum, its strong sense of community, 

the location of Shanghai.

How do you envision your future?

I see myself working to help SMEs of less 

developed regions of China achieve 

sustainable growth through better access 

to capital and more effective transfer of 

managerial expertise.

What makes attending WLSA Academy 
Shanghai different from attending other 
high schools? And what was your biggest 
achievement whilst there?  

Spotlight 
on
Grads

Spotlight on Grads Spotlight on Grads
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How did you get involved with WAS?

I heard about the WLSA scholarship 

program when I was in Grade 10. Before 

that, I never thought of attending 

colleges abroad because my family 

couldn’t afford it. But this opportunity 

seemed really cool. So I applied, and I 

got in!

Compared with other high schools, WLSA  

Academy gave us much more freedom 

to explore what we want to do. I started 

the Electrical Engineering club with my 

friends and we taught ourselves to use 

the micro-controller and build interesting 

projects such as mini electric piano. My 

experience with this club helped me 

decide my future major.

How do you envision your future?

I might go to grad school if I find research 

interesting and I’m smart enough to do 

it. Or I might also work as an engineer. 

It would be great if I could do anything 

physics/EE related. 

Youqi (Kelly) Gang
WLSA Academy Shanghai  ‘18

Princeton University ‘22
Electrical Engineering

What makes attending WLSA Academy 
Shanghai different from attending other 
high schools? And what was your biggest 
achievement whilst there?  

Spotlight on Grads Spotlight on Grads
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Why 
Donate?

It’s a truth universally acknowledged that 
education is transformative for individuals and 
the communities we live in. 

It is also largely understood  that scholarships 
are a huge part of paying for tuition and that 
donating to financial aid and scholarship 
programs is a worthy investment. 

For many people, however, the reality of how 
supporting financial aid programs makes a 
difference to a students trajectory is often 
overlooked. 

Impact Individuals

By providing access to an exemplary 

secondary education, you prepare students 

for rigorous university admissions and 

access to higher education. In turn, when 

that student completes their degree they 

experience tangible benefits. It is widely 

reported that students with a degree have 

better employment rates and better salaries; 

two accomplishments that can elevate an 

individual’s professional life. 

 

When the beneficiary of a scholarship  is 

granted the opportunity to further themselves 

in higher education, the results are clear: 

education pays off.  

Scholarship opportunity is a 

catalyst of change beyond 

individual achievement. 

Why Donate

Get Involved

wlsafoundation.org/USCF

donate@wlsafoundation.org

(+31) 020 640 3803
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Impact Society

An international education - which in turn builds 

global citizens -  provides an opportunity for 

enhanced intercultural communication, tolerance 

and cooperation. 

This can have a direct impact on societal change 

through multiple mechanisms-  for example through 

the exposure to different cultures and educational 

paradigms, the opportunity for civil engagement 

and leadership training, and through the ‘return’ 

conditionality whereby students may bring added 

value and knowledge to their home society.

Ultimately, this process can produce a positive impact 

on social and economic outcomes in the family, 

community and workplace.

I really wish I had known about the World Leading 
Schools Association earlier. The work we are doing 
here is truly phenomenal and the theme that has 
been selected this year couldn’t have been more 
relevant. What better way to celebrate youth, 
diversity and the state of being unconditionally 
human? Thank you, WLSA.

Tanatsei Gambura
African Leadership Academy ‘19

Recipient of the Tony Little Scholarship

Why Donate Why Donate
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Vision for the 
Future
Now WLSA is a unique organization – we connect the 
world’s leading institutions of secondary and higher 
education.  We’ve opened the first WLSA academy that 
teaches a Sino-Western curriculum aimed at bridging 
the divide in education globally - the WLSA Academy 
Shanghai.  Alongside our Associate Schools we are 
developing a new generation of leaders who have the 
opportunity to re-invent what it means to be a global 
citizen. 

1 Year from Now Our goal is to expand our network 
of donors and raise $250,000 USD in scholarship funds 
to give even more students the opportunity to attend 
WLSA Academy, pursue higher education, find a fulfilling 
career and impact their community.   

3 Years from Now We will continue the financial 
sustainability of the Foundation while growing our network 
of partners, increasing the amount of scholarship students 
and growing a strong alumni network of WLSA Academy 
graduates.

Vision for the Future Vision for the Future
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Scholarships expand opportunity, intellectual 

capabilities and international understanding 

– qualities more important now and for the 

future than ever before. 

Vision for the Future



Binderij 7F 
1185 ZH Amstelveen 

The Netherlands 

Room 1708, No.15 Building, 
Jianwai Soho No.39 

East 3rd Ring Middle Road 
Chaoyang District 

Beijing, 100022 P.R.China 

10th floor, Baolian Tower 
No. 299, Quyang Road 

Hongkou District
Shanghai, 200081 P.R.China 

WLSA Netherlands WLSA Beijing WLSA Shanghai


