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Gail BERSON

Title: Director of College Counseling
Institution: Lycée Français de New York
Biography: Gail Berson is the Director of College Counseling at the Lycée
Français de New York. She has more than 40 years of experience in college
admission, student financial services, and counseling. A magna cum laude
graduate of Bowdoin College, she earned her master’s degree at Emerson
College. She served as Vice President for Enrollment/Dean of Admissions.

Theresa BLAKE

n and Financial Aid at Mount Holyoke and Wheaton Colleges, as Director of Admission at Mills College
(CA), interim college counselor at Rocky Hill School (RI), and has consulted broadly at a variety of
colleges and independent schools. Ms. Berson, who has been a frequent speaker on college admission,
is a former trustee of the College Board and currently volunteers for the World Leading Schools
Association (WLSA) where she presented sessions at their summer programs in Shanghai, China and on
Jeju Island and in Seoul, Korea. She also served as a past president of the Bowdoin Alumni Council and
in leadership roles for her class reunions. During vacations, she enjoys spending time with family and
friends at her home on Nantucket.
Title: Director of Social and Emotional Learning
Institution: Appleby College
Biography: Theresa Blake, M.Ed. CAPP, is the Director of Positive Education at
Appleby College and is responsible for increasing faculty capacity to foster
student wellbeing through theory and practice of Positive Education.
Throughout her very successful teaching career, she has taught Mathematics,
Sciences and French as a Second Language, and has served in multiple
leadership capacities including Department Head of Languages, Director of
Senior School and Director of Social and Emotional Learning (SEL). As Director of
Positive Education, Theresa is involved in and oversees the development,
implementation and monitoring of the Positive Education Model at Appleby
College by promoting, fostering and embedding principles of Positive Education
and Social and Emotional learning across the school’s academic and nonacademic programs in an intentional and integrated manner to optimize student
wellbeing. Other educational experiences Theresa has enjoyed include being a
member of an Assessment and Evaluation Policy writing team, developing
evaluation tools for French as a Second Language in secondary classrooms and
offering professional development workshops in a public school board in
Ontario, Canada, and leading student cultural/service trips to Japan, Morocco
and Costa Rica.
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Berry BOCK

Title: Director of Operations
Institution: Montessori Schools Amsterdam
Biography: Berry is a member of the management team / board responsible
for business operations of the four schools that together form the combined
Montessori Schools. The MSA has 4000 pupils and employs 520 staff
members. Berry’s most challenging and rewarding responsibility is creating
and fostering a professional Learning Community. In tandem with this focus
MSA started in 2012 the project “ICT in the Clouds” in collaboration with the
Amsterdam Economic Board of the Municipality of Amsterdam, universities
and the business community (incl. IBM, KLM, Cisco, XS4all). “ICT in the
Clouds” is primarily an innovative approach to ICT education. It is a special
digital education program with design labs in fields such as apps design,
robotics and game development, in which pupils from grammar school to the
lower secondary professional education work together in projects initiated by
the business community. For more than a decade Berry has acted as chair of
the CHEER Consortium and as chair of the CHEER foundation, one of the
founding institutes of WLSA.
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Tara BUBBLE

Title: Dean of Admissions
Institution: Colgate University
Biography: Tara Bubble is the Dean of Admissions at Colgate University in
Hamilton, New York. As the dean of admissions, Tara is leading a long-term
strategic planning process to ensure Colgate’s continued success and future ability
to attract outstanding students. Tara received her bachelor and master’s degrees
from Cornell University. Her admission career began at Ithaca College and
continued at Cornell University where she spent 14 years. This is the second WLSA
conference Tara has participated in and most enjoys the enthusiasm of the
counselors and educators as they prepare their students to become global leaders.

Paulo CEOTTO

n and Financial Aid at Mount Holyoke and Wheaton Colleges, as Director of Admission at Mills College (CA),
interim college counselor at Rocky Hill School (RI), and has consulted broadly at a variety of colleges and
independent schools. Ms. Berson, who has been a frequent speaker on college admission, is a former trustee
of the College Board and currently volunteers for the World Leading Schools Association (WLSA) where she
presented sessions at their summer programs in Shanghai, China and on Jeju Island and in Seoul, Korea. She
also served as a past president of the Bowdoin Alumni Council and in leadership roles for her class reunions.
During vacations, she enjoys spending time with family and friends at her home on Nantucket.

Title: Assistant to the Head of School
Institution: Escola Sesc de Ensino Medio
Biography: Paulo is a trained electro technician with a BA in Languages, and has a
passion for both the sciences and the humanities. A multi-language speaker, he
has done courses on Linguistics and Natural Nutrition and specializes in language
learning and teaching. In the past few years, Paulo worked for Escola Sesc, a
boarding high school in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and helped implement healthier
menus in the school and develop a nutrition / health program for the community.
Paulo has an interest in yoga, music and meditation and is currently studying
Neurosciences and Permaculture Design. He is now part of the International Office
staff at Sesc`s Headquarters in Rio de Janeiro.
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Jamie CHAN

Title: Upper School Dean
Institution: Harvard-Westlake School
Biography: Jamie is an Upper School Dean at Harvard-Westlake School in Los
Angeles, California and has been working with high school and college-aged
students for over 16 years. She is the faculty advisor for the first Asian students
organization at Harvard-Westlake which she co-founded with a student. She also
administers the Cambridge Assessment Admissions Tests for students applying to
the UK and manages the test center at Harvard-Westlake. Jamie received her
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from Emory University, is a four-time NCAA National
Champion in tennis, and worked in the Emory Admission Office for 8 years. As
Assistant Dean of Admission, she coordinated the Alumni Interview Program and
created the Student Ambassador and Intern Program. She is the co-President of the
Emory Alumni Chapter in Los Angeles.

Douglas CHRISTENSEN,n andPhD
Financial Aid at Mount Holyoke and Wheaton Colleges, as Director of Admission at Mills College (CA),
interim college counselor at Rocky Hill School (RI), and has consulted broadly at a variety of colleges and
independent schools. Ms. Berson, who has been a frequent speaker on college admission, is a former trustee of
the College Board and currently volunteers for the World Leading Schools Association (WLSA) where she
presented sessions at their summer programs in Shanghai, China and on Jeju Island and in Seoul, Korea. She
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Institution: Vanderbilt University
Biography: Douglas L. Christiansen holds a Ph.D. in higher education
administration and is Vanderbilt University's vice provost for university
enrollment affairs, and dean of admissions and financial aid. Dr. Christiansen is
also an associate professor of public policy and higher education in the
Department of Leadership, Policy and Organizations at Vanderbilt's Peabody
College. Currently, he is serving as Chair for the Board of Trustees of the College
Board. In his role as vice provost, Dr. Christiansen serves as the university’s chief
enrollment strategist, overseeing the University Enrollment Affairs Leadership
Team, which consists of the offices of Undergraduate Admissions, Student
Financial Aid and Scholarships, Enrollment Management Operations Support
(EMOS), University Registrar, Enrollment Management for Health Sciences
Education, Center for Data Management, Student Accounts, and the Vanderbilt
Institutional Research Group (VIRG). He also oversees the Chancellors and
Cornelius Vanderbilt scholarship programs, and the POSSE scholars program. Dr.
Christiansen and his team have led the integration of enrollment and admissions
systems across the university to integrate academic systems that support
institutional enrollment goals at the undergraduate, graduate, and professional
levels. He has been in higher education and admissions for almost thirty years.
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Caitlin CHUNG
Title: Vice-President of the WLSA Student Council
Institution: Harvard-Westlake School
Biography: A passionate photographer, journalist, and singer, Caitlin Chung is
currently a 11th grader attending Harvard-Westlake School in Los Angeles,
California. Born and raised in Seoul, South Korea, she moved to the states five
years ago. In all her activities, she strives to incorporate elements of her Korean
culture to respect the aspects of her own ethnical background while residing
away from her home country. Caitlin’s interest in joining the WLSA Student
Council was sparked by her fascination with the organization’s vision
statement of “merging the East and West together”. Having personally
experienced both Eastern and Western cultures herself, Caitlin believes her
involvement with the WLSA Student Council helps extend her knowledge and
interest of other cultures, and provides her with amazing opportunities to
interact with students from all over the world.

Michèle COLLIAS

Title: US Universities Adviser
Institution: Eton College
Biography: Michèle Collias, Director of International Programs for the
Studyworks, received her B.A. Hons from Wellesley College in 1976, her Juris
Doctor (cum laude, Law Review) from Suffolk University in 1981. Thereafter, she
passed the bar exams in Massachusetts, New York and Washington, D.C.
Immediately upon graduation from law school, she started teaching test
preparation courses for the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) while
simultaneously serving in the US Court of Claims, as a law clerk to a Federal trial
judge. In 1984, she moved to London to start test preparation courses for US
entrance exams: SAT, ACT, GMAT, GRE, and LSAT. She redesigned the company’s
preparation programs to match the needs of UK-educated students. In addition
to advising students on the entire US admissions process she offers test
preparation courses in central London and on various US and UK high school
campus in the greater London area. She is currently the US Universities Adviser
at Eton College.
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John CONNER

Title: Dean of Faculty
Institution: Groton School
Biography: John Conner serves as the Dean of Faculty at Groton School, where he
has taught since 1981. A former head of the World Language Department, John
is currently a co-chair of the school's NEASC reaccreditation process. John ran a
dormitory for fifteen years, and he has coached both varsity squash and tennis.
John is the author of the Breaking the Barrier language series in Spanish and
French, available both in print and as a fully digital text. He has also been a
consultant to the College Board and served on the Test Development Committee
for the Spanish AP Language and Literature Examinations.

Lucian COSINSCHI

Title: Regional Director
Institution: Europe at Minerva Schools at KGI
Biography: Lucian Cosinschi is the regional director at Minerva Schools KGI,
where he heads outreach programs for Minerva Schools in Europe and Central
Asia. He completed his tertiary education at Bard College, a private liberal arts
university based in Berlin. He grew up in Romania and went through the
schooling system right after the revolution when he witnessed the creation of
several new universities. That experience also continued when he moved to
Berlin, which got him deeply engaged in education space. His career evolved
from Pomegranate (a high-quality internship program) to becoming Minerva’s
Director for Student Experience and Partnerships in Berlin.
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Gillian COUTS

Title: Australian Country Director
Institution: Potential Project
Biography: Gillian Coutts is the Australian Country Director of Potential Project, a
global leadership training, organizational development and research firm.
Potential Project help leaders and organizations enhance performance,
innovation and resilience through mindfulness and other practices grounded in
neuroscience and research. Gillian is co-author of “One Second Ahead – Enhance
Your Performance at Work with Mindfulness” published by Palgrave Macmillan
in November 2015, and strategic advisor and researcher on “The Mind of the
Leader – How to Lead Yourself, Your People and Your Organization for
Extraordinary Result” published by Harvard Business Review Press in March
2018. Gillian is a former corporate leader and with the Potential Project team
now works with forward thinking companies like Accenture, Microsoft and 500+
other global clients helping create people centric cultures and truly human
leadership.

Jeannie D’AGOSTINO

Title: Director of International Admissions
Institution: Drexel University
Biography: Jeannie D’Agostino is the Director of International Admissions at
Drexel University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She completed her Bachelor of
Arts at Chapman University in 2010, and her Master of Arts in Arab and Middle
Eastern Studies at the American University of Beirut in 2013. Her international
nomadic upbringing as a child allows for a unique understanding of what it's like
to be an international student in a new country. She applies this personal
experience by helping international students apply to Drexel.
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Nishad R. DAS

Title: Director of Global Education
Institution: Groton School
Biography: Nishad Das is the Director of Global Education at Groton School. He
grew up in India and was educated at the Doon School, St. Stephen’s College
Delhi, and Emmanuel College Cambridge, England. He started his teaching
career in 1990 in a suburban London school called Caterham, moved to
Cheltenham College in 1993, and then to Groton School in 1991. Nishad was the
Head of the Mathematics department at Groton, and currently, besides
spearheading the school’s global initiatives, is the Co-Chair of the Evaluation and
Professional Development committee, and he teaches mathematics and
coaches squash. Nishad is a board member of the GEBG, Global Education
Benchmark Group, the largest group of independent school educators in the US
that researches and establishes best practices in the field of global education.

Shomie DAS

Title: Chairman (Non-executive)
Institution: People Combine Educational Initiatives Ltd.
Biography: Shomie Ranjan Das is an Indian educationist. An alumnus of The Doon
School, he has served as the headmaster of The Doon School, Mayo College and
Lawrence School, Sanawar. He had earlier taught in Gordonstoun School in
Scotland. He established the Oakridge International School in Hyderabad,
Visakhapatnam, Mohali, and Bengaluru. He served as headmaster of The Doon
School from 1988 to 1995. He also served as the Principal of the renowned and
famed Mayo College where he is revered as one of the greatest principals of all
time. After he retired from the Doon School, he became an educational
consultant and was instrumental in setting up many new schools all over the
country.
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Rogier DIJK

Title: Montessori Coordinator & Trainer, Teacher English L2
Institution: Montessori Schools Amsterdam (MSA)
Biography: Rogier Dijk has a master degree in Education and has worked with
adolescents from all backgrounds for more than 20 years. He is a teacher,
Montessori Coordinator and trainer at the Metis Montessori in Amsterdam.
Rogier is a member of the development team for the future Montessori
International school in Amsterdam. As a trainer and coach he works with
adults. Rogier also gives lectures and inspirational speeches. Designing
Montessori based curricula and inspiring educators into becoming the best
version of themselves is a strong drive in his work. “Getting the best out of
your pupils starts by getting the best out of your staff.”

Catherine EAMES

Title: International Student Recruitment Manager
Institution: Imperial College London
Biography: Catherine Eames, International Student Recruitment Manager at
Imperial College London, has been working in UK Higher Education and
international student recruitment since 2008. Catherine started her career
at King’s College London where she travelled regularly to Africa to advise
students and counsellors. Since joining Imperial in 2012 she has had
responsibility for activities in Europe and South America and has been
specifically working with students and counsellors from North America for
the last 5 years, as well as overseeing Imperial’s school engagement in the
rest of the world. She regularly presents at conferences on UK admissions
and the university sector.
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Nooraine FAZAL

Title: Managing Trustee, CEO & Co-Founder
Institution: Inventure Academy
Biography: Nooraine Fazal has a Master of Science degree in Management from
Boston University. She worked with IBM and Reuters for 10 years in a front-line
and managerial capacity. Post a period of introspection about the future,
Nooraine returned to India in 2003 (after twelve years across the UK, USA,
Middle East, Australia and Greater China region), in order to be a ‘citizen with a
say’ in the way the country is developing. Nooraine’s vision for education
promises robust, lifelong development of the individual. Nooraine is an
educationist, sportsperson, entrepreneur and change maker who believes that
quality education can empower youth to bring about positive change in India
and the world. She conceived, conceptualized and made possible Inventure
Academy, which today has the distinction of being amongst India’s Top 4
Schools. She serves as an Independent Director at Cigniti, a public listed
Software Testing Company in India. Her aspiration is to impact positive change
at scale by empowering youth with the right kind of education aimed at building
a progressive, secular and inclusive society.

Shawn FELTON
Title: Director of Undergraduate Admissions
Institution: Cornell University
Biography: Shawn Lafayette Felton is Director of Undergraduate Admissions at
Cornell University. In this role he oversees the Undergraduate Admissions Office
which also directs university-wide enrollment efforts for special populations,
including the recruitment, selection, and enrollment of underrepresented
minority students in the US and international students. As Deputy Chief
Enrollment Officer, Shawn has responsibility for admissions policy and practice,
and broader enrollment management work with the undergraduate colleges and
schools at Cornell University. Shawn is the lead international recruiter and
undergraduate admissions expert for Africa and China and as such he provides
significant admissions committee support through international application
review and credentials evaluation. Shawn has been with Cornell University for
16 years. Before arriving in Ithaca to join Cornell, Shawn served for nearly 3 years
as Assistant Dean of Admissions at the University of Virginia, his alma mater,
where he led recruitment and admissions efforts for students interested in the
performing and visual arts. Shawn has a Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree in Music
and a Master of Arts (MA) degree in Music, specializing in Ethnomusicology and
Music Composition, from the University of Virginia.
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Robin FLETCHER

Title: Chief Executive
Institution: Boarding Schools’ Association
Biography: Robin Fletcher was a boarder at Rugby School and is passionate about
good quality, modern boarding. He has been BSA Chief Executive since 2014 after
working as a journalist, award-winning newspaper editor, plc communications
director and business owner. Robin is an honorary fellow of the Royal Society of
Arts and Cardiff Metropolitan University, a former journalism examiner and
former adult education tutor. He holds an MBA and MPhil. He lives in Bath in south
west England and has two daughters, two stepdaughters and two stepsons.

Elaine FRANCE
Title: Founder
Institution: Flow In Action
Biography: Elaine France created Flow In Action, to increase the wellbeing of
young people and empower them as the new generation of innovators and
entrepreneurs, problem-solving for the planet. Using innovation thinking around
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Flow In Action’s activities increase
wellbeing, global citizenship skills and entrepreneurial mindset, as young people
play with ideas to change the world. Elaine brings together 25 years of social
innovation expertise with positive psychology/education principles. She is an
experienced business development consultant and coach with proven leadership,
strategic, research and operational expertise and has worked with stakeholders
at the most senior levels across government advisory, public, civil society and
social enterprise sectors to design and implement social change solutions. She
partners with UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade & Development) to
capacity-build for young entrepreneurs.
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Jane FRIED

Title: Head of School
Institution: The Brearley School
Biography: A dedicated educator with more than 35 years of experience in
independent schools, Jane Foley Fried was named Head of the Brearley School
in December 2011 and assumed her responsibilities at the K-11 girls' school on
July 1, 2012. Previously, Ms. Fried served as dean of admission and assistant
head for enrollment, research and planning at Phillips Academy in Andover, MA.
A history and philosophy major at Bowdoin College, which honored her with the
Bowdoin Alumni Council's 2013 Distinguished Educator Award, Ms. Fried earned
a master's degree from Tufts University, writing her thesis on girls' perceptions
of leadership. Other areas of research and interest include the performance of
underrepresented students of color and girls in math and science, the impact of
independent school education on the lives of alumni, the redefinition of success
for elementary and secondary school girls, and the scholarship of teaching and
learning. She serves on the boards of The Buckley School, the National Outdoor
Leadership School (NOLS) and NYSAIS (The New York State Association of
Independent Schools), where she holds the position of President.

John O. GAINES
Title: Director of Undergraduate Admissions
Institution: Vanderbilt University
Biography: John Gaines has been with Vanderbilt University since 2002, and
currently serves as Director of Undergraduate Admissions. During his tenure
at Vanderbilt, applications to the university have tripled, and the university has
experienced record setting classes and increasing selectivity and diversity.
Prior to moving to Nashville, he served as Assistant Vice President and Director
of Admissions at Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi from 1998-2002. He
began his admissions career in 1989 at his alma mater, Transylvania University,
Lexington, Kentucky, where he started as an Admissions Counselor, and was
promoted through the ranks to become Director of Admissions. John is a
frequent presenter at high schools, and at regional, national and international
conferences on the topic of selective college admissions and college choice.
He is an active member of the National Association for College Admission
Counseling, the Southern Association for College Admission Counseling, the
Council for International Schools and the College Board. He also serves as a
Board Member for the Coalition for College. He has survived the college
search process twice, as his children are both successful graduates of their first
choice colleges.

Page | 13

Tanatsei GAMBURA

Title: WLSA Student Council Member
Institution: ALA graduate and founder of the 25 May Movement
Biography: Tanatsei Gambura is poet, actress and cultural activist from
Zimbabwe, attending the African Leadership Academy (ALA) in South Africa. A
passionate feminist and Pan-Africanist, her work explores the implications of
culture, identity, the self and womanhood. She is the founder of The 25 May
Movement, a pan-African organization employing the power of creative arts
for social change on the African continent. Tanatsei is also a member of the
board of directors of ROOTS, an organization fighting for the social and
economic emancipation of young women in Zimbabwe. In 2015, she was listed
as one of “9 Zimbabwean Teens Who Will Shape the Nation” by Kalabash
Media, a recognition that reminds her of her drive to create change in her
community. Tanatsei wishes to inspire those she meets through art and
activism, what she believes to be a brewing revolution, a pair of wings, a place
of healing.

Claudio Liam GOVENDER

Title: President of the WLSA Student Council
Institution: Westville Boys' High School
Biography: Claudio Liam Govender is a 17 year old student currently studying at
Westville Boys High School in South Africa. He loves reading to expand his
knowledge, especially when it comes to global and local affairs. Claudio enjoys
living in South Africa because of its natural beauty and the diversity found with
the people and their varying cultures. Claudio enjoys spending time at the ocean
and his favorite hobbies are scuba diving, fishing and even a bit of surfing.
Claudio took part in the WLSA Cross Cultural Leadership Program and is intrigued
by people from other countries and one day wishes to travel abroad. Claudio
heard of the WLSA Student council from some of its original members, and how
great of an opportunity it was. Claudio joined the council as he believed that it
would provide a platform for him to actually reach change when it comes to not
only his school, but rather his community. Claudio looks forward to meeting his
new team and getting to know them as a family over the next few years.
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Charles GOODYEAR

Title: President
Institution: Goodyear Capital Corporation & Goodyear Investment Company
Biography: On October 1, 2007 Chip Goodyear retired as the Chief Executive
Officer and Executive Director, Chairman of the Office of Chief Executive for BHP
Billiton, the world’s largest diversified resources company. He joined the group as
Chief Financial Officer in 1999. He was appointed Chief Development Officer in
July 2001 and joined the boards of BHP Billiton Limited and BHP Billiton Plc in
November 2001. He was named Chief Executive Officer in January 2003.
In 2009 Mr. Goodyear served as CEO-Designate of Temasek Holdings, an
investment company wholly owned by the Singapore Minister for Finance. He also
served on Temasek’s board. He is a former Executive Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer of Freeport-McMoRan Inc.
Chip began his career at Kidder, Peabody where he participated in merger and
acquisition and financing activities for natural resources companies. Chip is
currently the President of Goodyear Capital Corporation and Goodyear
Investment Company. He is a director of several private companies. He is also a
Fellow of the Yale Corporation and a Vice Chairman of the National World War II
Museum. Chip is a director on the BHP Foundation and will become the Chairman
in February 2019. He remains active in the global commodity and financial
community.
He holds a Bachelor of Science (Geology & Geophysics) from Yale University,
Connecticut and an MBA from The Wharton School of Finance, University of
Pennsylvania. He has lived in the United States, Australia, Singapore and the
United Kingdom. He has been a member of the International Council on Mining
and Metals and the National Petroleum Council. He is married with two children.
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Kyle GRAHAM

Title: Assistant Head of School for Enrollment Management and Student
Outcomes
Institution: Poly Prep Country Day School
Biography: Kyle Graham is the Assistant Head of School for Enrollment
Management and Student Outcomes at Poly Prep Country Day School. He leads
all aspects of the offices of admission, financial aid, and college counseling at
Poly Prep. Kyle began his career working in admissions at the college level, first
as Assistant Dean of Admission at Hamilton College and then as Associate
Director of = Admission at New York University. He then worked as Co-Director
of College Counseling at Marymount High School (Los Angeles) and, most
recently, served as Upper School Dean at Harvard-Westlake.

Carolina Artacho GUERRA

Title: Instructor in Physics & Robotics
Institution: Phillips Academy
Biography: Carol is a bilingual feminist, physicist, Spaniard who is a member of
the Science Faculty at Phillips Academy, where she teaches Physics and Robotics.
Carol’s desire to promote and advance women and underrepresented groups in
science made her leave corporate America and join the teaching world, first at
the university level and later in independent schools. Carol serves on the Board
of Directors for The Independent School Gender Project. On her own campus,
Carol is part of the advisory board for The Brace Center for Gender Studies. In
her spare time, she is the leader for her daughter’s Girl Scout Troop.
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Megan HARLAN
Title: Director of College Counseling
Institution: Groton School
Biography: Megan Harlan is the Groton School's Director of College Counseling
since July of 2013. With more than 20 years of experience as a college counselor,
Megan brings a wealth of knowledge about the college process. She began in
independent schools at St. Paul's School in Concord, New Hampshire, where she
was a college advisor, a dorm head, a residential life teacher, and a lacrosse
coach. Since that time, she has worked at Phillips Academy, Andover as the
senior associate director of college counseling and served as the director of
college counseling at both Princeton Day School and St. Mark's School. She has
lived for more than ten years in a dorm and has coached lacrosse for the last 20
years, at both the collegiate and high school level. At her previous schools,
Megan served on the senior administrative team; strategic planning residential
life, and discipline committees, and academic councils. In addition to her work
in private schools, Megan is co-director of the Blackberry River Retreat
Conference, an organization that helps to train and mentor college counselors.
She is also a Massachusetts board member of the ACT. In the fall of 2016 Megan
became a member of the Board of Trustees at the Orkeeswa School in Monduli,
Tanzania where she has led summer trips for Groton students in the summers.

Niall HAMILTON

Title: International Admissions Tutor
Institution: Marlborough College
Biography: Niall Hamilton began working at Marlborough College in 1985 after
completing a PhD in the history of school architecture. He has worked in the
History, Art History, Art and Design departments and he ran a boarding house
for nine years. As the College’s Senior Admissions tutor he has made links with
schools throughout the world and each year admits pupils from 100 different
institutions to Marlborough. Niall is the Regional Coordinator of WLSA UK.
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David HARROW

Title: Academic Deputy Head
Institution: Oakham School
Biography: David Harrow is the Academic Deputy Head of Oakham School in the
United Kingdom, where has been teaching Mathematics since 1995. He
completed his studies in Mathematics at St Catharine’s College, Cambridge,
became the Oakham Head of Mathematics in 2006, and the Director of Studies
in 2011. He is an eager guitarist, having played lead guitar in a number of cover
bands over the years, and not a bad juggler either.

Kay HEFFERNAN

Title: Former Fellow in English
Institution: Phillips Academy Andover and Brace Center for Gender Studies
Liaison
Biography: A graduate from Mount Holyoke College, Kay Heffernan
(she/her/hers) is a high school English teacher and sex education enthusiast.
Most recently, she taught ninth and eleventh grade at Phillips Academy Andover
in Massachusetts from 2016–2018. As a member of Andover’s Brace Center for
Gender Studies team, she developed queer-inclusive peer health education
materials that promote trans* inclusivity and safer sex methods. She most
enjoys teaching students how to build a radical consent culture in their lives. Kay
currently lives in Atlanta, Georgia and writes about queer BDSM principles and
their application in healing after trauma.
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Trevor HALL

Title: Headmaster
Institution: Westville Boys’ High School
Biography: Trevor Hall was appointed to the position of Headmaster of Westville
Boys’ High School in South Africa in 1997, during a time of considerable change
in South African education. He retires from this position in 2019. In this role,
major focus areas have included implementation of a comprehensive student
leadership program based on concepts of emotional intelligence, peer
mentoring and service; and on the role of school sport and the arts in developing
social cohesion in a culturally and racially diverse student body. Apart from
leading the School, he serves the South African Department of Education in
various capacities: as a moderator of national Grade 12 public examination
papers, as a consultant on curriculum and examination matters and as a trainer
of national examiners. He also undertakes research and quality assurance work
for the national accrediting body, Umalusi on a freelance basis. His current
research project covers an international study of high school assessment and
exit examination systems. Other interests include overseas travel, rock music,
and keeping fit as a Step Aerobics instructor.

Kedra ISHOP, PhD

Title: Vice Provost for Enrollment Management
Institution: University of Michigan
Biography: Kedra Ishop, PhD, serves as Vice Provost for Enrollment Management
at the University of Michigan – Ann Arbor. She is a nationally recognized expert,
speaker and advisor on issues in higher education related to diversity,
affordability, assessment, admissions and enrollment. She has served on various
domestic and international boards for the College Board, ACT, Coalition for
College Access, NCAA and others. In overseeing undergraduate admissions,
financial aid, new student programs, registrar, marketing and communications,
technology and enrollment research, Dr. Ishop leads a dynamic team in
Michigan’s enrollment effort and strategic initiatives. The Office of Enrollment
Management orients these centrally-administered units to lead the University
of Michigan’s enrollment functions in a student-centered effort across the
institution, utilizing data and analysis to shape strategic directions to the benefit
of the institution and the students they serve. Prior to her tenure at Michigan,
she served for 17 years at the University of Texas at Austin, departing as Vice
Provost and Director of Admissions. Dr. Ishop received her Bachelor’s, Master’s
and PhD in Higher Education Administration from UT Austin.
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Eve JARDINE-YOUNG

Title: Principal
Institution: Cheltenham Ladies’ College
Biography: Eve Jardine-Young has worked in education for over 20 years, having
experience of single-sex boys, girls and co-education in four different boarding
schools within the UK. Born and raised in Malawi, Central Africa, she cherishes
the foundations and values drawn from her own broad and internationallyfocused education. She holds an MA in Engineering Science from Cambridge
University, and trained with Ove Arup & Partners in both London and Edinburgh
before following her heart into the teaching profession. She is currently the
Principal of Cheltenham Ladies’ College in the UK.

Charlie JENKINSON

Title: Education Consultant
Institution: Global Educate
Biography: Charlie has held various leadership roles in three of the UK’s leading
boarding schools, including Eton College, and is currently consulting for Whittle
School & Studios on their signature Advisory program. Throughout his career,
Charlie has worked to integrate the academic and pastoral components of
schools, resulting in innovative programs that deepen students’ sense of identity
and purpose in local and global spaces. The success of these programs as
integrators of learning results from Charlie's deep understanding of schools as
complex systems, an understanding fostered through oversight roles in a variety
of organizations, including as Vice-Chair of a multi-academy governing body. He
works with schools towards a variety of purposes but specializes in helping
schools with international partners develop deep and meaningful programs for
students.

Page | 20

Lei JIN, PhD

Title: CEO
Institution: GeneScience Pharmaceutical Inc.
Biography: Dr. Lei Jin earned his BSc in Biochemistry in Peking University in 1985
and his PhD in Protein Engineering from the University of California, San
Francisco in 1994. He returned to China from California to found one of the first
biotech companies in China, GeneScience Pharmaceutical Inc. (Gensci) in 1995
and served as CEO ever since. Over the last 20 years, Gensci has become the
most successful full-fledged biotech company in China. The company has its R&D
and production headquarters in Changchun and marketing headquarters in
Shanghai. Revenue in 2017 will top 2.1billion RMB with about 20 innovative
products in the pipeline. Gensci occupies about 70% market share in human
growth hormones and is the market leader in child height growth and infertility
areas. Its future developments will also include anti-cancer, Alzheimer disease
and anti-aging.

MJ KNOLL-FINN

Title: Senior Vice President for Enrollment Management
Institution: New York University
Biography: A national leader in Enrollment Management, Ms. Knoll-Finn heads a
highly strategic and data-driven division that has increased the pipeline of
talented and diverse students to NYU and supports their success through to
graduation. She has a proven track record of increasing diversity, academic
quality, and retention and graduation rates in a variety of academic institutions.
As a thought leader in the industry, with almost 30 years of experience, she
frequently speaks at national and regional conferences on current trends in
higher education and the strategic use of data in enrollment strategy and
institutional positioning. She is an active member of The College Board, serving
on various committees over the years. Ms. Knoll-Finn earned her B.A. at the
University of New Hampshire and M.B.A. at Northeastern University.
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Dr. Ronald LALONDE

Title: Regional Manager Middle East, Institute of Positive Education
Institution: Geelong Grammar School
Biography: Ronald D. Lalonde, Ed.D., ACC, NCC, is the Regional Manager of the
Institute of Positive Education, and the founder of Riverspath Coaching and
Consulting (riverspath.com). Working in international education for 20 years, Dr.
Lalonde has developed applications of positive psychology to middle level
education and held leadership positions at schools in England, the United Arab
Emirates, and Mexico. Dr. Lalonde earned a Master’s Degree in Educational
Philosophy from the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), and a
doctorate from the University of Calgary, where he focused on critical issues in
consulting students. He is also a Newfield Network Certified Ontological Coach.
He teaches at the University of British Columbia, has served as an adjunct
professor for the State University of New York in their Master's Degree Program
for international educators, and is currently designing a course on Positive and
Appreciative Leadership for Trent University.

Nigel LASHBROOK

Title: Headmaster
Institution: Oakham School
Biography: Nigel Lashbrook is the Headmaster of Oakham School, Rutland, in the
United Kingdom. He is passionate about the importance of blending academic
excellence with a richness of opportunity and believes that learning must never
be simply confined to the four walls of a classroom.
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Dr. Hilary LAVER

Title: Director of Admissions
Institution: Cheltenham Ladies’ College
Biography: Hilary has lived and worked abroad and has spent more than 27 years
working in independent boarding schools in the UK. During this time, she has
held senior academic and pastoral roles within single-sex and co-educational
environments. At Cheltenham Ladies’ College, she oversees the assessment,
pre-arrival and enrolment processes for every applicant to this girls’ only worldclass school. Hilary travels regularly in the UK and worldwide to meet
prospective candidates, of all ages. She is highly experienced in advising families
who are considering sending their child to board overseas and in helping them
to discover the pastoral support and broad opportunities for character
development that boarding schools offer.

Robert S. LAY

Title: Special Assistant to the Provost and Former Dean for Enrollment
Management
Institution: Boston College
Biography: Practitioner of enrollment management for 42 years, most at Boston
College, where he and his colleagues conceived many enrollment management
concepts and practices now in use in secondary schools and universities around
the world. [The term was coined at Boston College in 1974.] Taught international
political economy and advanced multivariate statistical methods as university
lecturer at University of Wisconsin Madison and at Boston College. Applied
econometrics to enrollment analytics for practitioners. Authored numerous
articles on enrollment planning. Developed co-curricular programs to promote
academic excellence. Proponent of integrated student marketing
communications. Edited a volume with Jean Endo entitled Designing and Using
Market Research. Chaired the Deans Advisory Committee to US News and World
Report. Past President of the Northeast Association for Institutional Research,
and active in AJCU, AIR, AACRAO, NACAC, and CEEB. Co-founded the National
Council for Enrollment Policy and Practices. Served on the National Task Force
on Admissions in the 21st Century, and chaired the Enrollment Planning
Network, an organization of private research-extensive universities. Co-Chaired
the College Admission Network for the World Leading Schools Association.
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Liu LIU

Title: Author
Biography: Liu Liu is an author and writer, screenwriter. She holds an MBA from
China Europe International Business School, a degree in Chinese medicine from
Guangxi University of Chinese Medicine, and is a Master Candidate of Clinical
Basics in Traditional Chinese Medicine. Since 1997, she has published articles on
the Internet under the pseudonym ”Liu Liu.” Her main works include: Anna and
Wang Gui, Double-sided Adhesive Tape, Dwelling Narrowness, Miss Su’s
Marriage, Angel Heart, Baby, Women Can’t Be Meek, Six Footprints, We'll See,
Only the Years Don’t Deceive Me, and more.

Dr. Suniya LUTHAR

Title: Founding Director
Institution: Authentic Connections
Biography: Founding Director of Authentic Connections, Dr. Suniya S. Luthar is
Foundation Professor of Psychology at Arizona State University and Professor
Emerita at Columbia University’s Teachers College. Luthar's research involves
vulnerability and resilience among various populations including youth in
poverty, children in families affected by mental illness, and teens in uppermiddle class families. Her recent research has been focused on motherhood,
exploring factors that best help mothers negotiate the challenges of
motherhood. Luthar is the mother of two adult children. She lives in Tempe, AZ.
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Virginia MADDUX

Title: Director of College Counseling
Institution: Montgomery Bell Academy
Biography: Ginny Maddux is the Director of College Counseling at Montgomery
Bell Academy (MBA) in Nashville, TN. MBA is an independent boys day school
grades 7 - 12 with a population of approximately 750 boys. Ginny feels blessed
to have worked in the college admissions field for 26 years with a number of
different populations. She started her work at Dickinson College after graduating
from Dickinson in 1990. She also worked as Director of College Counseling for
The Webb School, Harpeth Hall School and Shady Side Academy before taking
her current position at MBA in 2008. Ginny has presented at local, regional and
national conferences and has served on the College Counseling Advisory Boards
for seven different Universities.

Temba MAQUBELA

Title: Headmaster
Institution: Groton School
Biography: Temba Maqubela became Groton School's eighth headmaster on July
1, 2013. Born in King William's Town, South Africa, Mr. Maqubela was
persecuted for anti-apartheid activism and arrived in the U.S. as a political
refugee in 1986. He began his teaching career at Maru-a-Pula in Botswana in
1983, from there he went on to teach at a public school in Long Island City, NY,
then spent nearly three decades at Phillips Academy, Andover. Mr. Maqubela
holds a master's in chemistry from the University of Kentucky and a bachelor's
in chemistry from Nigeria's University of Ibadan. Among his honors are the
Desmond Tutu Social Justice Award, a White House Distinguished Teacher
Award, the Lyman T. Johnson Award for Excellence in Teaching, and his
induction into the Northeast Section of the American Chemical Society's Aula
Laudis Society.
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Dr. Wong How MAN

Title: Founder/President
Institution: China Exploration & Research Society – CERS
Biography: In 2002, Time Magazine honored Wong How Man among their
selection of 25 Asian Heroes, calling Wong “China’s most accomplished living
explorer”. Other honorees are Aung San Suu Ki, Yao Ming, Jackie Chan, among
others. CNN has featured his work over a dozen times, including a half-hour
profile by anchor Richard Quest. The Wall Street Journal has put him as a frontpage story. Al-Jazeera’s Anchor Riz Khan also gave a half hour interview.
Discovery Channel and National Geographic Channel have made several
documentaries and features about his work.
Wong began exploring China in 1974 as a journalist. He is Founder and President
of the Hong Kong- based China Exploration & Research Society, a pre-eminent
non-profit organization specializing in exploration, research, conservation and
education in remote China and neighboring countries. Prior to starting his own
organization in 1986 in the U.S., Wong has led six major expeditions for the
National Geographic. At the magazine, he was an explorer /writer /
photographer and credited with the discovery of a new source of the Yangtze
River. His writing for the National Geographic was nominated for the Overseas
Press Club Award of America. In more recent years, he also defined the sources
of the Mekong, the Yellow River, the Salween, the Irrawaddy and the
Brahmaputra.
Wong has authored over two dozen books. Among these, “From Manchuria to
Tibet” won the prestigious Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism Gold Award in 1999.
His book “Islamic Frontiers of China” was first published in the UK in 1990, long
before the topic became of worldwide interest. Today CERS operates several
centers and small theme museums. Wong is often invited as keynote speaker at
international gatherings for institutions, corporations and select groups of
audience. He particularly enjoys speaking to students, at times to youngster in
elementary schools where he found much similarity among students to his own
life-long curiosity. His lectures have been honored as Best of the YPO, the Young
Presidents’ Organization. His work is supported by private foundations and
individuals. Wong has received numerous awards, including an honorary
doctorate from the University of Wisconsin.

Page | 26

Dennis G. MANNING

Title: Headmaster
Institution: Norfolk Academy
Biography: Mr. Manning was appointed Headmaster of Norfolk Academy in
2001. During his tenure, Norfolk Academy has completed two major fundraising efforts, Defining Leadership, the Campaign for 2028 raising a total of over
$100 million and developing over $60 million in campus building projects. Mr.
Manning earned a bachelor’s and master’s degrees in English at Wake Forest
University and pursued additional graduate studies at the University of Virginia,
and began his academic career in 1984 at Woodberry Forest School, a boarding
school for boys, where he became Associate Headmaster and Director of College
Counseling.
In 1991, Mr. Manning was appointed Dean of Freshmen at Washington and Lee
University in Lexington, Virginia, where he also served as Instructor in English. In
1998, Mr. Manning was named headmaster of The American School in England,
where he also taught senior English. He currently serves as a member of the
TASIS Foundation Board, which oversees both The American School in
Switzerland and The American School in England. Mr. Manning has served on
the Wake Forest University Board of Visitors and the Virginia Association of
Independent Schools Board of Directors. Mr. Manning is currently serving on
the Smithsonian Libraries Advisory Board, Westminster-Canterbury on the Bay
Board, the Slover Libraries Advisory Board.
The Southern Association of Independent Schools (SAIS) elected Mr. Manning
President of the Board of Trustees, and he has completed his a two-year term
and is serving a final emeritus year. He is a member of the Country Day School
Headmasters’ Association and the Headmasters’ Association. He is past
President of the Norfolk Forum, the longest-standing public speaking forum in
the country.
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Hector MARTINEZ

Title: Dean of College Guidance
Institution: The Webb Schools
Biography: Hector earned his master's degree in education from the Claremont
Graduate University and his bachelor's degree from Pitzer College. This is his
20th year at The Webb Schools, with 30 years of professional experience in the
field of education and college admissions. Prior to his time at Webb he was the
college counselor and taught at The Buckley School in Los Angeles. He also
served as a senior admissions officer for The Claremont Colleges for eight years.
Hector is an active member of several national professional organizations,
including recently serving as co-chairman of the National College Board Forum.
He is also a founding member of the board of trustees for ACCIS (Association of
College Counselors in Independent Schools) and has served as an executive
member of the Guidance and Admissions Council for The College Board.
Considered one of America's most respected and knowledgeable college
counselors, Hector is frequently featured and quoted in such publications as the
Los Angeles Times, New York Times, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report,
and The Wall Street Journal where he was selected as one of the top 40 college
counselors in the U.S.

James MONTOYA
Title: Chief of Membership, Governance, and Global Higher Education & Secretary
of the Corporation
Institution: The College Board
Biography: James M. Montoya, senior vice president for higher education and vice
president for international programs at the College Board in NYC, is nationally
recognized as an advocate for education and for students. In his position, he directs
the College Board’s efforts to support the work of colleges and universities across
the country, especially in the areas of admissions, recruitment, retention, and
diversity. Previously, he was vice president for relationship development, vice
president for higher education assessments, and vice president for the western
regions of the College Board, where he oversaw the management and operation of
regional offices - Western, Southwestern, and Midwestern. Montoya joined the
College Board in 2001 after a decade of service with his alma mater, Stanford
University, where he was first dean of admission and financial aid, then vice provost
for student affairs, the university’s chief student affairs officer. He served as a
lecturer in the Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity at Stanford
University from 1999 - 2009. Vice President Montoya recently completed two terms
on the Stanford Graduate School of Education Advisory Board. He began his work
with student affairs at Occidental College in Los Angeles, where he became the
youngest director of admission at a leading liberal arts school. After Occidental he
joined Vassar College in New York where he spent several years, including two as
dean of student life with oversight of the admission office. Though best known for
his work in the transition from secondary school to college, Montoya is very
interested in education policy as it relates to access and equity.
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Elizabeth M. MORRISON
Title: Teacher
Institution: Boston Public Schools / Founder Project
Biography: Elizabeth received her Master’s Degree at the Harvard Graduate
School of Education and her Bachelor of Arts Degree from Curry College in
Milton, MA. She is from the inner city of Boston, Massachusetts, a graduated
from Boston Public Schools and a frequent traveler to Africa. Liz brings a
strategic perspective to the education arena in the United States and
internationally. Her efforts have been featured in the WLSA Records publication
titled Making Opportunity Knock for You. Before creating and launching Project
Decathlon, Liz was the Executive Director of two Foundations, a Team Leader, a
Lifelong Learning Coach, a Consultant, Grant Writer and Grant Reviewer. Her
hands-on experience outside of the traditional classroom included several years
with nonprofit afterschool and summer enrichment programs. Currently she is
an Educator within the Boston Public Schools system. Her efforts have been
featured in the Harvard Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics newsletters titled,
Outreach to Ghana and African Solar Eclipse. The American Camp Association
Camping Magazine, also featured her efforts in Africa in the article titled Change
Makers in Africa. Her belief in the power of young people has earned her the
title of being an incredible influencer. Connecting the unconnected to endless
opportunities remains at the forefront of her work.

Bill NICHOLAS

Title: Second Master
Institution: Marlborough College
Biography: Bill was educated at Loretto School, Musselburgh, before completing
his degree in Materials Science and subsequent PGCE at the University of Bath
in the UK. He started his career in teaching at Sir Thomas Rich’s Grammar School
in Gloucester, before being appointed as a Chemistry teacher at Marlborough
College. Bill ran the rugby for a while and was Housemaster of a coeducational
boarding house for nine years. More recently, he completed a master’s degree
in Learning and Teaching at Oxford University and was appointed Second Master
at Marlborough in 2015.
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Innes VAN NOSTRAND

Title: Principal
Institution: Appleby College
Biography: In 2012, Innes van Nostrand was appointed the Principal of Appleby
College. An engineer by training, he served previously for 25 years at Upper
Canada College and Queen’s University, in addition to consulting or/or
participating in review teams at a wide variety of universities and schools across
Canada. Innes has been involved as a volunteer, presenter, author, and Board
member with a variety of professional and community organizations, including
Canadian Accredited Independent Schools (CAIS), The Canadian Council for the
Advancement of Education (CCAE), Round Square, TABS, CASE, NAIS, G20/30
Schools, WLSA, Christ Church Deer Park, and Queen’s University.

Hidemasa OKADA

Title: Head of Overseas Education
Institution: Sugamo Gakuen, Tokyo
Biography: Hidemasa graduated from the Graduate School of Literature (English)
of Waseda University in 2001. Upon graduation, he joined Sugamo Gakuen, an
independent boys’ school in central Tokyo, where he taught English and assisted
many students in passing the entrance exams for Tokyo University as well as
elite medical schools for 13 years. In 2015 Hidemasa decided to enroll in a
Master’s of Arts in Education at Durham University, where he explored the
effectiveness of self-efficacy interventions and students’ motivation. Following
successful completion of his second MA, this time, in Education, Hidemasa’s
passion for better understanding the British secondary education spurred him
to make a lesson observation at seven schools, including Eton College, Harrow
School and Rugby School. Hidemasa went back to Sugamo Gakuen in 2016 and
has been working as head of overseas education since then, founding Sugamo
Summer School in 2017, establishing the three-month study abroad programs
in the UK, Canada and Australia, forming Friendship Agreement between Christ
College Brecon and Sugamo.
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Michelle QUIRIN

Title: School Director
Institution: Korea International School
Biography: Michelle Quirin is the School Director of Korea International School
located in Seoul, South Korea. She previously worked as a teacher and school
administrator in a northern Virginia suburb of Washington, DC for twenty years
before relocating to the Republic of Korea. Mrs. Quirin joined the KIS community
in 2014. Mrs. Quirin holds Bachelor of English and Masters of Educational
Leadership degrees.

Julie RAMSAY

Title: Director of Admissions
Institution: University of St Andrews
Biography: Julie Ramsay is the Director of Admissions at the University of St.
Andrews. She completed her BA Honors in modern Languages at the University
of Bradford in 1997, and her MSc in International Marketing at the University of
Strathclyde in 2000. She joined the faculty of the University of St Andrews in
2011, where she helped provide leadership and strategic direction to nurture
and develop further their student markets, recruitment campaigns, partner
relationships and internationalization strategy.
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Amy RANKIN

Title: Mental Health Consultant & Program Developer
Institution: AKD Schools China
Biography: Since everyone has mental health Amy Rankin has spent the last 9
years rebranding mental health from a negative to a positive. As the Director of
Personal Development at Shenzhen (Nanshan) Concord College, she pioneered
the first counseling and psychoeducational programming in schools that focuses
on mental health and wellness. Her philosophy that prevention and education
will reduce stigma and the need for intervention has paved the way for mental
health awareness to grow both within the school and local community. Amy
currently works for AKD developing and implementing this innovative approach
and system in different AKD schools around China. Prior to finding her passion
for mental health awareness and services in China, Amy worked in Canada and
South Korea, with an emphasis on human rights advocacy, trauma recovery,
counseling, and crisis management. Amy has been featured in the Shenzhen
Daily and has had her work published in Academic Articles eBooks and TEDx
Talks. Amy holds a BA in Psychology, an MSW and an MA in Sustainable Peace
from the UN Mandated - University for Peace. She is also an Associate Field
Education Professor at Wilfrid Laurier University.

Catherine Ann RAW

Title: Principal
Institution: Reddam House Ballito
Biography: Catherine Raw’s education journey began in 1986. This time frame
has allowed her to experience shifts in the way education is perceived,
presented and processed. She has recently taken on the challenge of opening a
new school, Reddam House Ballito, in South Africa. The students range in age
from stage 1 (1-year-old) to grade 12. This has allowed her to revisit what is the
core of the educational experience at school. Her involvement with WLSA and
the CCLP program began when she was principal of Westville Girls’ High School.
This offered her the opportunity to develop a leadership program that worked
by combining the strengths within the group of young women at the school. Her
training as a teacher of Drama and Theatre studies has informed her inclusive
style of training and developing leadership in students. Catherine’s interest lies
in facing the challenge of a changing education landscape while retaining a
strong academic base with a broader holistic vision of education.
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Padmini SAMBASIVAM
Title: Principal
Institution: Welham Girls’ School
Biography: Padmini received her education from Chennai. As a student, she was
consistently ranked among the top 3, and was a recipient of the National merit
scholarship. She graduated with a Major in Zoology, from Stella Maris College, a
premium institution in Chennai. Her deep interest in research and Sciences
spurred her on to acquire a Master’s degree in Environmental Toxicology, from
the Post Graduate Institute Of Basic Medical Sciences, University Of Madras. She
then went on to do her M.Phil in Genetics, where she got an opportunity to work
and interact with senior scientists. This experience honed her analytical and
problem solving skills to a large extent. As part of her professional requirement,
Mrs. Sambasivam went on to do her B.Ed & MA in Education to equip herself as
a trained teacher. Mrs. Sambasivam was a keen debater and had a natural flair
for public speaking. She was particularly drawn towards performing arts and was
part of many productions as a student. As a Girl Guide in school, she was
encouraged to take an active part in community service. Later, she joined the
NCC Air wing, as a cadet. She is trained to be a solo pilot and represented the
Tamil Nadu & Pondicherry contingent in the Republic day celebrations in Delhi.
She is an avid trekker and adventure enthusiast and has trekked in the Himalayas
and the Mount Kailash, white water rafting in the Ganges and many more.

Nicholas SAMPSON

Title: Headmaster
Institution: Cranbrook School, Sydney
Biography: Originally from the UK, Nicholas Sampson was Principal of Geelong
Grammar in Victoria from 2000 to 2004. He subsequently returned to the UK
where for eight years was Head of the prestigious Marlborough College. He
became Headmaster at Cranbrook in 2012. Mr. Sampson holds a Master of Arts
Degree in English Literature from the University of Cambridge. His career in
schools has been built on a firm belief in the value of a balanced and expansive
education which enables students not only to discover and polish their own
talents, but also to admire the gifts of others and to embrace the value of
service. An avid reader of literature and with a strong interest in the arts, Mr.
Sampson also played hockey at representative level, and is the father of twin
daughters.
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Matej SAPAK

Title: Principal
Institution: LEAF Academy
Biography: Matej has experience from public administration, business and
education. He worked as a management consultant at McKinsey and Company,
acted as an adviser at the ministries of finance and education of the Slovak
republic, and co-authored a knowledge economy strategy for Slovakia. His
interest in education started in informal education - he was a boy scout troop
leader, a speech and debate coach and trainer, and he ran a number of summer
academic institutes in Slovakia. He has degrees from Harvard College and from
Harvard Law School. Matej taught at high school and university level and is
currently the principal of LEAF Academy, an international boarding high school
in Slovakia.

Dr. Yvonne RAMERO DA SILVA

Title: Vice President for Enrollment
Institution: Rice University
Biography: Dr. Romero da Silva was appointed as Vice President for Enrollment
at Rice University in 2017. The enrollment division manages the admissions,
enrollment, and financial aid services for all undergraduate students at Rice
University. Prior to joining Rice, Dr. Romero da Silva served as the Vice Dean and
Director of Admissions at the University of Pennsylvania. From 2005 to 2012,
she worked at the College Board as a corporate strategist and specialist in higher
education enrollment services. From 1994 to 2002 she led minority recruitment
initiatives at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Romero Da Silva has
gained national attention for her successful strategic enrollment planning
efforts and for the development of a new holistic evaluation process at UPenn.
She earned her bachelor’s degree in mathematics from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, a master’s degree in education from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education, and a master’s degree in business administration
from the Stanford Graduate School of Business. In 2017, Romero da Silva earned
her doctorate degree in higher education administration from the University of
Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education.
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Siddharth SINGH

Title: Director
Institution: The Emerald Heights International School
Biography: Siddharth Singh is a young entrepreneur and the Director of The
Emerald Heights International School, Indore. Mr. Singh has mastered the values
and principles of his profession. Deeply rooted to this discipline, he belongs to
the family of educators, who have guided and marveled him to the zenith of
success. Mr. Singh completed his education from the Stony Brook University in
the United States, where he pursued double major in economics and finance
and was acknowledged with a distinction a CUM LAUDE for economics. He later
acquired an MBA with specialization in marketing and finance. He has been
involved with a project in China based on the industrial streamlining of the
working system and has also done a course on strategic leadership management
from IIM Kozhikode and is currently pursuing Educational Leadership course at
Harvard Graduate School of Education. Mr. Singh was selected by Education
World magazine as one of the young shining stars of Indian Education in 2017
and is currently serving on the Board of AFS India and Round Square.

Dr. Sumer SINGH

Title: Education Consultant
Institution: Education Salad
Biography: Dr. Sumer Singh, has served as Head of some of India’s most
respected schools, Consultant and Designer of Schools, currently Advisor to top
Schools, and on the Board of Directors of Schools, charitable non-profit
organizations and a leading IT technology company. He has served as Chairman
Indian Public Schools Conference and as Trustee of Round Square, Global
Connections, and AFS India. He is the author of four books.
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Emma STAFFARONI

Title: Instructor in English
Institution: Phillips Academy Andover
Biography: Emma Staffaroni is a secondary school educator who lives and works
at Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts. As an English teacher, Emma
loves to teach texts that help young people to explore their identities and the
identities of those different from them. She has created and taught courses on
Women’s & Gender Studies through Literature, as well as Masculinities in
Feminist Literature. Emma also helped found, and now lives in, Andover’s first
all-gender dormitory, which has been a model for numerous other residential
schools looking to make their residential life more inclusive beyond the gender
binary. In addition to these two primary roles at Phillips, Emma serves on the
staff of both the Brace Center for Gender Studies and the Office of Community
and Multicultural Development (CAMD). When she’s not consumed by boarding
school life, she loves her dachshund mix, Hollyhock; her chubby baby niece;
cheese ravioli; and poetry. Her icons include bell hooks, Lady Gaga, Alison
Bechdel, and Jonathan from Queer Eye.

Rebecca STANTON

Title: Head of World Language Department, International Community Advisor
Institution: Groton School
Biography: Rebecca is a teacher at Groton School, where she also acts as dorm
head, department head, advisor and coach. She recently completed her 26th
year at Groton School. She studied business and law in France and the United
States, and is also the founder of Rebecca Stanton Education Consulting LLC,
since 2013, working with international families on education and cultural
appreciation.
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Taylor STOCKDALE

Title: Head of School
Institution: The Webb Schools
Biography: Taylor Stockdale is a leading American educator with more than 30
years of experience in independent schools in the United States. Stockdale is a
noted authority on educational leadership, strategic planning, curriculum
development, school financing, and capital philanthropy.
An active and
influential member of the California Association of Independent Schools (CAIS),
National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS), and The Association of
Boarding Schools (TABS), he serves as the sixth head of The Webb Schools in
Claremont, California. He is currently a trustee with the Educational Records
Bureau (ERB), acts on accreditation teams for California Association of
Independent Schools (CAIS) and the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC), and is Of Counsel with the philanthropic consulting firm Marts
& Lundy.

Charles M. STILLWELL (Charley)

Title: Head of School
Institution: Episcopal High School
Biography: Charley Stillwell understands boarding schools. He has seen how they
operate from the inside as the child of a boarding school faculty member, as a
student, as a parent, and as a boarding school faculty member himself. He is
familiar with the unique empowering relationships that are fostered between
and among students and their teachers. Charley received his bachelor’s degree
in American History with honors from Princeton University, where he was a fouryear member of the lacrosse team. Upon graduation, he joined the faculty of St.
George’s School in Newport, R.I., where he taught history, coached basketball,
football, and lacrosse. He also served as a dorm parent for 9th grade girls and
9th and 10th grade boys, all while earning his master’s degree in American
History from Brown University. After six years at St. George’s, Charley taught at
the Collegiate School, served as Head of the Upper School at Gilman School, and
spent 18 years as Headmaster at St. Christopher’s School. Charley was installed
as the 12th Head of School at Episcopal High School in 2016. A passionate
educator, Charley is determined in his pursuit of excellence in academic and
student life programming, global outreach, strategic growth, and studentfaculty relationships. He has served as the president of the Virginia Association
of Independent Schools, Vice President for The Americas for the International
Boys Schools Coalition Board, and is a member of the Executive Committee of
The Headmasters Association.
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Elizabeth STONE

Title: Principal
Institution: Queenwood School
Biography: Elizabeth Stone is the Principal of Queenwood School. After
completing her initial legal training, Elizabeth took up a Rhodes Scholarship and
completed her Masters at University College, Oxford. She later moved into
teaching and taught Mathematics first in Sydney and then in the UK. There she
held senior management positions at Winchester College and Cheltenham
Ladies’ College, before returning to Australia in 2014 to take up the role of
Principal at Queenwood School in Sydney. Her other roles include Director of
the Ramsay Centre for Western Civilization, Executive member of the
Association of Heads of Independent Girls’ Schools, Education Research Council
of the Association of Independent Schools NSW.

Zholl TABLANTE

Title: Senior Assistant Director of Admissions
Institution: Dartmouth College
Biography: Zholl Tablante is a Senior Assistant Director of Admissions at
Dartmouth College, overseeing applications from China and the Pacific Rim.
Focused on international recruitment, Zholl has extensive experience abroad—
both as a Fulbright Hays Scholar in China and having travelled to over 60
countries. He earned a master’s degree from Harvard University where he was
also a teaching fellow and resident advisor.
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Andy TAYLOR
Title: Principal
Institution: Maru-a-Pula School
Biography: In 1977, Andy was offered a job as a supernumerary at Michaelhouse
in South Africa. Having no idea what his duties might be, Andy consulted a
dictionary and was dismayed to learn that a supernumerary was “a person with
no apparent function.” Despite his unpromising title, he was allowed to teach
history and English. Later, after earning a Masters at Columbia University’s
School of Journalism, Andy was declared an “enemy of the state” by the South
African apartheid regime as a result of his work as a producer for the CBS TV
news show “60 Minutes”. Since 2004, Andy has served as the Principal of the
Maru-a-Pula (MaP) School in Gaborone, Botswana, where he has initiated a
scholarship program for orphans and vulnerable children. Now in its 15th year,
the program is in line with the school’s philosophy of inclusion and diversity.
Founded in 1972, MaP is a co-ed, independent day and boarding secondary
school with a reputation as one of Africa’s premier academic institutions. MaP’s
2019 enrolment is 807 students of whom 68% (549) are citizens of Botswana
while 32% (258) are expatriates from 36 different nations.

Michelle TRIMPE

Title: Assistant Director of Admissions
Institution: University of Chicago
Biography: Michelle is an Assistant Director of Admissions at the University of
Chicago specializing in admission for students from Mainland China. She has
worked in the field of international education for five years across the United
States, Cambodia, Bulgaria and Mexico. She is passionate about bridging
enrollment management with student learning and development and has a
Master of Arts in Student Affairs Administration from Michigan State University.
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Darryl TOERIEN

Title: Head of Library
Institution: Oakham School
Biography: Darryl has been Head of Library at Oakham School since 2008. He
serves on the National Committee of the School Libraries Group and the Board
of the School Library Association. He runs the TeenTech Awards at Oakham
School – a national STE(A)M competition under the patronage of HRH The Duke
of York – mainly as a vehicle for open inquiry, and he has been shortlisted three
times for the TeenTech Teacher of the Year Award. The TeenTech Awards
Research Pack that he contributed to was shortlisted for the Credo Digital Award
for Information Literacy at LILAC 2016. Darryl has trained as a Workshop Leader
for IB Diploma Program Librarians, and before becoming a professionally
qualified librarian he taught Religious Studies &amp; Philosophy.

Frances TURNER

Title: Director of Civic and Global Engagement
Institution: The Lovett School
Biography: Born in Richmond, Virginia, USA, Fran Turner has worked as a
newspaper reporter, taught Spanish in New Orleans, Louisiana and Richmond,
Virginia, and directed international programs at St. Christopher’s School. She
started July 1 as The Lovett School’s inaugural Director of Civic and Global
Engagement and is excited to be helping to coordinate the 2020 WLSA Faculty
Exchange and the student summer internships to China.
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Russell UNTIEDT

Title: Principal
Institution: Westville Girls’ High School
Biography: Russell has been an educational leader for over 24 years, teaching in
diverse schools in South Africa, both State and Private. He is currently teaching
at Westville Girls’ High School in KwaZulu-Natal, managing the Arts and heading
up both Leadership and Transformation and Diversity. Russell has had extensive
experience across with areas of education that can equip 21st Century schools
to shift their mindset in order to accommodate the substantial changes they face
currently and will face in the future.

Flavia VIDAL, PhD

Title: Director of the Brace Center for Gender Studies and Instructor in English
and Interdisciplinary Studies
Institution: Phillips Academy
Biography: Flavia Vidal (she/her/hers) is Director of the Brace Center for Gender
Studies and Instructor in English and Interdisciplinary Studies at Phillips
Academy, Andover, where she has taught for 18 years. Flavia holds a B.A. from
Hampshire College and a Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from Brandeis
University. Originally from Brazil, Flavia has lived in the US for 30 years. She also
coaches volleyball, is a day-student advisor, and directs one of Andover’s
summer travel programs, Brazil PLACES. Her educational philosophy is grounded
on intersectional feminism, collaboration, and activism in service of social
justice.
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Mary DE VILLIERS

Title: Director of International Admissions
Institution: University of Notre Dame, USA
Biography: Mary de Villiers serves as the Director of International Admissions for
the University of Notre Dame. Her work largely centers on supporting students
and partners throughout Asia, Europe, the Middle East, Oceania, and Canada.
Mary has worked in international admissions for over ten years, having also
served in similar roles for Loyola University Chicago and The University of
California-Irvine. She has also worked in Donor Relations for The University of
Chicago. Mary completed her Bachelor’s degree in Journalism at The University
of Missouri and her Master’s degree in Higher Education at Loyola University
Chicago.

Jean WALL

Title: Director of College Counseling
Institution: The Brentwood School
Biography: Jean Rutherford Wall is the current Director of College Counseling at
the Brentwood School in Los Angeles. She has worked as a college counselor for
nearly twenty years having previously served as director at Tampa Preparatory
School. Prior to working in college counseling, Ms. Wall was the Director of
Admission and Financial Aid at Harvey Mudd College in Claremont, CA. In
addition, she has served as the Merit Scholarship Coordinator at the University
of South Florida. Ms. Wall has worked with a diverse group of students who have
attended college throughout the United States and abroad. Important to her is
finding a way to make this a healthy transition and process for students and
families. To that end, she created a college counseling mission statement that
reflects his philosophy: ”We offer a student-centered, individualized program
allowing students to find their right fit. The ultimate goal for them is to become
independent and self-reliant with a greater understanding of who they are. As
this is a developmental process, students need our supportive team approach
throughout their high school career that is appropriate to their own
developmental stage and grade level. While the process is not predictable, our
hope is that every student will feel they are supported throughout their college
preparation journey”.
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Kelly WALTER

Title: Associate Vice President for Enrollment & Dean of Admissions
Institution: Boston University
Biography: Ms. Walter has 35 years of experience in college admissions and
enrolment. She is responsible for the overall planning, management, and
administration of the admissions office, which includes providing leadership and
direction for all undergraduate recruitment and marketing initiatives and
development and implementation of BU’s global strategy. Ms. Walter has made
significant contributions to the profession through her involvement with
NEACAC, NACAC, NEACRAO and the College Board.

Xiaofeng WAN

Title: Associate Dean of Admission, Coordinator of International Recruitment
Institution: Amherst College
Biography: Xiaofeng leads the international admission team at Amherst College,
a small, highly selective, premier liberal arts college in the United States. He
oversees all aspects of international admissions at Amherst, including recruiting
on multiple continents every year, evaluating a large number of international
applications, chairing the international committee and shaping up the college’s
international class with the dean of admission. He is also on the domestic
admission team where he recruits in selective U.S. states. Xiaofeng is a frequent
presenter at professional organizations, such as International ACAC, NEACAC,
EducationUSA Forum and the Harvard China Education Symposium. He is also a
published author on contemporary issues in international admission. Xiaofeng
hails from Qingdao, China. He received his Master’s in Higher Education
Administration from Boston College in 2013 and has been working in college
admission ever since.
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Christopher WATSON

Title: Associate Vice President and Dean of Undergraduate Enrollment
Institution: Northwestern University
Biography: Christopher Watson is the Associate Vice President and Dean of
Undergraduate Enrollment at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois,
where he’s worked for twelve years. His duties include managing the offices of
undergraduate admissions, financial aid, and enrollment. Prior to Northwestern,
he worked for seven years in the admission office at Princeton University as
Associate Dean and Director of Admission. He also worked in international
admissions at Boston University. A graduate of Bowdoin College, he earned a
master's degree from Boston University.

Yasemin WIGGLESWORTH

Title: Executive Officer
Institution: Association for the Education & Guardianship of International
Students (AEGIS)
Biography: Yasemin joined AEGIS in 2012 and oversees the running of the
charity. AEGIS was founded in 1994 in response to the lack of regulations around
the care of international students, aged 18 and under, studying in the UK. The
core work of AEGIS is the accreditation of guardianship organizations through a
rigorous program of inspections, and the promotion of the welfare of
international students. Previously, Yasemin worked in international student
recruitment and marketing, and also set up and ran an English language school.
Having spent her early years in Istanbul and studied and worked abroad, she is
passionate about the benefits of international education and the welfare of
international students.
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Peter WILSON

Title: Deputy Dean and Director of Admissions
Institution: The University of Chicago
Biography: Peter Wilson is Director of Admissions & Deputy Dean and Chief of
Staff at the University of Chicago. In the Office of College Admissions, Peter
oversees the office’s daily operations, on and off campus programs, student
recruitment, application review, and athletic recruitment. Peter started in the
admissions office in 2010 after he earned a BA in Biological Sciences from the
University of Chicago and later earned his MBA at the University of Chicago’s
Booth School of Business in 2017. He currently serves as a member of the
National Merit Scholarship Selection Committee and the College Board
Midwestern Regional Council.

Victoria WINTER

Title: Director of Institutional Relations
Institution: Nova School of Business and Economics
Biography: Victoria Winter is the Director of Institutional Relations and
International Development at Nova School of Business and Economics. She is
responsible for new market development and ensuring that the School can
provide a welcoming environment for incoming students from diverse cultures,
and that Nova SBE students are well taken care of when participating in
exchanges to other institutions. Having professional career in International
Development and General Management that has taken her to live and work in 4
continents, she understands well both the opportunities and the challenges
faced by foreigners when they are immersed in a culture so different from their
own and are so far from home. Victoria is an Australian born, New Zealand
raised, daughter of British parents. She has also worked in South Korea and
Brazil. Victoria has called Portugal home for the past 3 years, where she lives
with her Portuguese husband and their twin sons.
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Jian WU

Title: Principal and Party Secretary
Institution: the High School Affiliated to Fudan University
Biography: Jian Wu is the Principal and Party Secretary of the High School
Affiliated to Fudan University, where he began teaching after completing his
Master’s degree. He has served in various roles within the school, including
Teacher, Research Team Leader, Director of Teachers, Principal’s Assistant, and,
Executive Vice President. He has received many notable awards, including “The
District Gardener Award”, “Pace-Setter in the New Long March”, and First Prize
in the ‘Shanghai Youth Language Teacher Competition’. In 2009, the Shanghai
Municipal Education Commission gave him the title ‘Shanghai Model Teacher’.
Furthermore, Jian Wu won the ‘Shanghai municipal teaching achievement
Special Award’, And ‘The Ministry of Education Teaching Achievement First
Award’. In 2014 he stood as Master Tutor at Fudan University Higher Education
Research Institute. He went on to conduct research concerning teaching
methods and curriculum design in Chinese high schools. He was involved in
preparing the teaching material for the humanities and classics subjects, and
also hosted the project ‘Read and write Chinese people’ to enrich the teaching
of traditional Chinese culture in higher education.

Juan WEI

Title: Secretary General
Institution: Tsinghua University Education Foundation
Biography: Ms. Yuan Wei graduated from the school of Environmental
Engineering and Institute of Economic Management in Tsinghua University in
1993 with double bachelor degrees in engineering and economics. She
graduated from the 21st Century Development Research Institute of Tsinghua
University in 1995 with a master degree in philosophy. From 1995 to 2000, she
worked in the Intelligence Research Room of General Office of State Ministry of
Science and Technology. Since 2000 she began working in venture capital
industry with nearly 16 years of investment experience. Since 2014 she
successively serves as the senior vice president and president of Tus-Holdings
Co., Ltd. During her tenure, she focused on creating a cluster innovation
ecosystem and served national innovation driven development strategy. She
was appointed as the secretary general of Tsinghua University Education
Foundation since July 2018.
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Liao YING

Title: Director of the Center for Global Competence Development
Institution: Tsinghua University
Biography: LIAO Ying is the director of the Center for Global Competence
Development of Tsinghua University. The Center provides campus-wide
transformative learning experiences with a global focus, leads cutting-edge
research and development in the fields of global education, facilitates crosscultural engagement opportunities for all students and faculty members, and
promotes a global competency based cross-cultural understanding on campus
and beyond. LIAO Ying is experienced in student affairs and international
education. She has a bachelor degree in Biomedical Engineering and a master
degree in Law from Tsinghua University. She gained her second master degree
in Computer Science at Oregon Graduate Institute of Science and Technology,
USA.

Nan ZHANG
Title: Dean of College Counseling Department & Assistant to Principal
Institution: WLSA Academy Shanghai
Biography: Nan (Frances) currently serves on the Membership Committee and
2019 Conference Chats Review & Selection Committee of International ACAC.
Over the past years she has been a frequent attendee of International ACAC, did
education sessions and presented the first Chinese webinar. She was faculty for
Pre-conference and College Board Summer Institute in NYU Shanghai in 2018.
Being a diligent learner, she attended CIS Forum, Harvard Summer Institute of
College Admissions, Fitzwilliam Conference, and College Board Summer
Institute, and many other college fly-in tours, so that she could share what she
learnt with the community. She has been working at SHSID for almost 10 years
as College Counselor, subject teacher, faculty advisor for school Model UN team
and SHSID|Times, the official school magazine. She led a team of 50 guidance
counselors on campus to assist international students to apply to colleges
worldwide. She also worked for AdvancED Accreditation Engagement Review
team and Shanghai Institute for International Curriculum Research to inspect
international programs in schools. Her active engagement in the international
community enabled her to introduce more resources to colleagues in the area
and build a better regional collaborative network. Before her work at SHSID, she
was selected to be the only Chinese intern at the Department for Business,
Innovation & Skills – GOV.UK in London to work with British Council on funding
college scholars’ initiative projects in Africa and India. Sticking to the principle of
“choose what you like, and like what you choose”, she seeks to guide students
to find the best fit institutions and making our professional exchange
environment more inclusive.
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Maria-Anna ZIMMERMANN

Title: Assistant Head of School for Student Life; Head of the Lower School
Institution: The Brearley School
Biography: Maria-Anna Zimmermann is the Assistant Head of School for Student
Life and Head of the Lower School at The Brearley School in New York City. Maria
has worked in independent schools for over 30 years and has been at Brearley
for the bulk of that time. Holding degrees in music theory and history, violin
performance, and education, Maria started her career at Brearley in the Music
Department, which she chaired for over a dozen years. She has served as Acting
Head of the Middle School on two occasions and was appointed Head of the
Lower School in 2008. In 2016, Maria was appointed Assistant Head of School
for Student Life, a position that was established to help carry out the goals of
the School's recent strategic plan. Since taking on this additional role, Maria has
propelled initiatives in social-emotional learning, gender diversity, and sexuality
health education--areas in which she has received extensive training. Maria
attended Juilliard Pre-College, and is a graduate of Barnard College, Manhattan
School of Music, and Bank Street School of Education. She is the proud mother
of two Brearley alumnae, Corinna Boylan '11, and Talia Boylan, '13.
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