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China Rising

July 27 - August 8 2020

An immersive two-week program 
designed by China’s leading 

institutions for secondary school 
students interested in pursuing 

higher education in China.

ONE SUMMER • TWO CITIES • ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES



ABOUT THE PROGRAM

“China has awakened,” writes Harvard Professor 
Graham Allison, “and the world is beginning 
to shake.” From trade wars to technological 
exchanges, politicians and popular movements, 
the rapid ascent of China is transforming the 
world order. As another critical American election 
looms, and with the world’s foremost economic 
superpowers facing each other with increasing 
concern, the need for mutual understanding and 
creative solutions has never been greater. 

WLSA’s summer program aims to help shape a 
peaceful and prosperous future by giving a select 
few ambitious and talented high school students 
the opportunity to see China as never before. 

Over the course of a two week program, students 
will learn about the geography, history, and 
culture of China in order to understand how it has 
developed the values and systems it holds today. 
In the process, students will engage with a variety 
of perspectives on China, visit key cultural sites, 
and even undertake a linguistic crash course. 

All classes will be run through a partnership 
between WLSA and the most prestigious Chinese 
universities, the C9 League or “China’s Ivy League”.

By the end of the program, students will have 
developed the essential knowledge and critical 
thinking skills they will need to generate creative 
solutions to some of the most pressing questions 
of their time. 

Program Objectives

WHO WE ARE
Program Developers

Dianjun Wang
Principal, Tsinghua International School 
Professor, Tsinghua University
Chairman, WLSA Greater China

Tony Little 
President, WLSA Shanghai Academy
Former Head Master, Eton College

Eric Li
Founder & Managing Director,
Chengwei Capital

To present a real China to participants, 
thereby dissipating misunderstanding and 
misperception.

To build a communication channel between 
overseas students and the prestigious 
universities in China, paving the way for 
further engagement.

To nurture future global leaders who can 
facilitate communication and cooperation 
between China and the world, by so doing, 
contributing to peace and stability of the 
world.

•   

•   

•   
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Cultural Experience
Take part in Chinese cultures and traditions like pop music, classic TV dramas, Han Chinese 
clothing, calligraphy, paper cutting, tea, and martial art.

Social Exploration
See all planned outings on page 6 of this brochure.

Language immersion
Language Immersion courses teach conversational Chinese language, combining classroom 
teaching with after-class practice.

C9 League & Career Opportunities
A series of lectures and seminars on topics like China’s education system, college application 
policies and scholarships, career opportunities, and activities like campus tours. Students will 
also have the opportunity to meet representatives from top Chinese schools including Tsinghua 
University and Jiao Tong University and prominent Chinese companies like Huawei.

The full program will be available at wlsafoundation.org/chinarising.

STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM

Location
The first week will be held in Beijing at 
Tsinghua University High School (TUHS) 
and the second week will be held in 
Shanghai at WLSA Shanghai Academy 
(WSA). Students will stay in dorms for 
the duration of the program.

Program Components
China Rising forms the core of the 
program and is supplemented by 
lessons, activities, seminars and 
lectures on language immersion, 
cultural experience, social exploration, 
and the C9 League and career 
opportunities.

China’s Rise
•  A series of lectures and seminars given or chaired by eminent scholars from China and 
abroad exploring the context for China’s rise and the resulting global impact. Students will 
develop informed opinions on what a rising China means for the world and what can be done to 
circumvent the Thucydides Trap.

Dates
July 27 - August 8 2020

Cost
• Return airfare to China, arriving in Beijing and departing from         
Shanghai
• 500 USD program fee for the pilot year
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HIGHER EDUCATION & CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
IN CHINA
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MONDAY

Arrive at the airport in Beijing. Get settled in and start the 
week with an Orientation & Welcome Dinner with your 
fellow students.

TUESDAY

Spend the morning learning about China’s higher education 
system and then step out to see the National Museum of 
China and the famous Forbidden City. 

In the afternoon you’ll head off to a group dinner in the 
Houhai Bar Area of Beijing. 

WEDNESDAY

Visit Tsinghua University and take in a campus tour, lectures 
about the college application process, and an introduction 
to career opportunities. In the evening you’ll enjoy another 
group dinner. 

THURSDAY

In the morning you’ll have a chance to learn more about 
China’s rise and take part in an interactive introduction to 
Chinese art and painting. The afternoon is rounded off with 
a sports session and free time. 

FRIDAY

Start your day with language immersion and then dive into 
a seminar on Chinese pop culture. Spend the afternoon 
visiting Beijing’s beautiful Summer Palace. 

SATURDAY

Spend the morning visiting the Great Wall of China and 
enjoy some much needed free time in the afternoon.

SUNDAY

Hop on the bullet train to Shanghai. Arrive at WLSA 
Shanghai Academy and enjoy an Orientation & Welcome 
Dinner. 

SAMPLE WEEK
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BEYOND THE 
LECTURE HALL

BEIJING

SHANGHAI

THE GREAT 
WALL OF CHINA

NATIONAL 
MUSEUM OF 

CHINA

THE 
FORBIDDEN 
CITY

THE 
SUMMER 

PALACE

ZHUJIAJIAO 
ANCIENT 
VILLAGE

THE BUND & 
PUDONG DISTRICT

Planned Outings
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APPLICATION PROCESS

YOU ARE
• 15 - 19 years old

• Enrolled or recently graduated from high school

• Considering higher education or a career in China

• Basic Mandarin is a plus

• Able to cover the costs of the 500 USD program fee and 

international airfare arriving in Beijing on July 27 and 

departing from Shanghai on August 8

TO APPLY
Apply online at wlsafoundation.org/chinarising

You will need the following:

1. Your resume and motivation letter.

2. A letter of reference from a teacher or career counselor.

3. A photocopy of your passport photo page.

4. One passport-style electronic headshot.

Apply by April 15 2020

THE TONY LITTLE SCHOLARSHIP 
The Tony Little Scholarship can cover a part of the program 
fees to make the experience more accessible to highly 
motivated students.

7



WLSA Shanghai

10th Floor, Baolian Tower
No.299, Quyang Road

Hongkou District
Shanghai, 200081 P.R. China

WLSA Beijing

Room 1708, No.15 Building
Jianwai Soho No.39

East 3rd Ring Middle Road
Chaoyang District 

Beijing, 100022 P.R. China

WLSA Netherlands

Binderij 7F 
1185 ZH Amstelveen

The Netherlands


